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CROSSTELL

BAD COMBO - Filling Metal Gas Cans on Plastic Surfaces

The following is an excerpt Canadian National Defense, General Safety Digest, Edition No. 1 1996



A major American petroleum company has recently reported that several fires have occurred at its service stations as a result of customers filling portable metal gasoline containers in the back of pickup trucks while the containers were resting on a plastic bed liner.  The petroleum company explained that when a metal gasoline container is resting on a plastic surface prevents the static charge, generated by the gasoline flowing into the gas can, from grounding.  As it builds, the static charge can create a spark between the gas can and the fuel nozzle.  A fire occurs when the spark is in the flammable range in the gasoline vapor space near the open mouth of the gas can.  To minimize the danger of fire:

· Use only approved containers;

· Do not fill any container on any surface other than the ground;

· Remove the approved container from the vehicle and place it on the ground a safe distance away from the vehicle, other customers, and traffic;

· never use a latch-open device to fill a portable container; and

Follow all other safety procedures, including that of “no smoking”.
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