Radioactive Waste Policy/Procedures for USAREUR/7A

Policy.

Radioactive waste will be handled in a safe and secure manner and will not be allowed to pose a hazard to personnel or the environment.  Radioactive waste volume will be kept to a minimum. Radioactive waste will not be mixed with non-radioactive waste.  With the exception of tritium and Carbon-14, radioactive isotopes will not be mixed without written permission of the Radiation Protection Officer (RPO) for the unit and TMDE Nucleonics in Pirmasens.

Standing Operating Procedures for radioactive waste:

Example SOP for units maintaining any radioactive commodity (to include H-3 devices)and/or the performance of a leak test requirement (i.e. CAM,CAM, Troxler):

Responsibilities:

1.  The unit commander is responsible for ensuring that all radioactive waste is handled, stored and disposed of IAW these procedures.

2.  The individual responsible for performing the leak tests is responsible for proper segregation and disposal of potentially contaminated items.  

Procedures:

1.  A separate container will be designated for each radionuclide used in the unit.  Each container will be marked “ Caution, Radioactive Material”, bear the radiation symbol in black or magenta on a yellow background,  and marked with the nuclide for which it is intended, e.g. Am-241, Ni-63, H-3.   Containers should be painted yellow.

2.  Each container will have a container inventory sheet which will be changed out and sent to TMDE Nucleonics along with the Radioactive waste from the containers at the necessary intervals.  An example inventory sheet is at Annex 1.

3.  All personnel in the unit will be instructed that these containers may contain radioactive materials, and that only radioactive material is to be placed in the containers.

4.  Each container will be lined with a strong plastic bag containing no rips, tears or punctures.

5.  Potentially contaminated items will be placed in the appropriate container and entered on the container inventory sheet.

6.  No liquids will be placed in the container.

Encl 

7.  When the container is full the plastic bag will be sealed, removed from the container and placed in another strong plastic bag containing no rips, tears or punctures.  The second bag will be sealed and labeled “ Caution, Radioactive Material” and bear the black or magenta radiation symbol on a yellow background. The inventory sheet will be attached to the outside of the plastic bag. The appropriate Notice from Annex 1 will be completed and placed in the container; 49 CRFR 173.421 for limited quantity material (waste), or 49 CFR 173.424 for instruments or articles.  The bag will be placed in a strong, tight container. The container will be sealed and the name and address of the generating unit will be marked on the outside of the container along with the name and address of the TMDE Nucleonics Lab as in the example below:


From:
D Co. 701st Maint.



Unit 23456



APO AE 09090 







    To:
Director








USATMDE-Region Europe








ATTN: Nucleonics ACL (USAREUR RMTF)








CMR 434








APO AE 09138

8.  The unit will contact Nucleonics lab prior to shipping any radioactive waste to the lab. The Lab can be reached at DSN 495-6486/6122.

9.  The transport document shall include the description : “2910 Radioactive Material, excepted package, limited quantity of material, 7, Schedule 1, ADR, and 49 CFR 173.421”

10.  The container will be transported by MPS, or military vehicle to the Nucleonics Lab in Pirmasens, GE.

11.  After working with radioactive materials wash your hands.

ANNEX 1

CONTAINER INVENTORY

UNIT NAME:_____________________________________________________

UNIT PHONE NO._________________________________________________

START DATE: __________________   END DATE:______________________

NUCLIDE: (circle 1)   Am-241
Ni-63  
     Pm-147
H-3
Other: (specify)_________________

POC:______________________________________________________________

INVENTORY: place a mark next to the type of item disposed:

Gloves: 

Wipes or swabs:  

Kraft Paper:

Towels/rags:

Other: ( List each item)
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