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 DRIVING IN GERMANY

LICENSE REQUIREMENT:  All TDY personnel who operate a GMV, PMV, or an authorized rental vehicle must operate in accordance with the USAREUR and German traffic laws.

Anyone who operates a government owned, rented, or leased vehicle off base must complete Course II, Local Conditions, and the USAREUR test.  Once the test is completed, TDY personnel will receive either an AF Form 2293 or an OF 346 for driving in Germany.

Personnel who are TDY for 30 calendar days or more will be scheduled for Course II, Local Conditions, by their unit; they may also apply for the USAREUR license once completing the USAREUR test.

To operate a USAREUR-plated vehicle, you must have a USAREUR license.  Anyone allowing a person without a USAREUR license to operate a USAREUR-plated vehicle can have their license suspended.

TRAFFIC LAWS:  Prior to driving any vehicle, ensure it is equipped with a warning triangle and a German-approved first aid kit.  The driver’s vision must be free of obstruction, to include clean windows, at all times.  Under German law, a vehicle operator must ensure that all vehicle windows (not just front and rear) are free of snow and ice before putting the vehicle into motion.  The law also requires that the roof, hood, trunk, and other vehicle surfaces be free of snow that could fly off and onto another vehicle and impede that driver's vision.  Drivers can be fined up to DM 5,000 for failing to clean their windows of snow or ice.  The interior and exterior mirrors also must be clean and properly adjusted for maximum visibility.

If you are driving a GMV, perform daily inspections using the DAF Form 5988 (Operators Inspection Guide and Trouble Report), and sign the form each day.

German traffic laws require users of public roads to conduct themselves so that no person is endangered, injured, unreasonably inconvenienced, or impeded, where such inconvenience could have been avoided under the given circumstances (avoidable circumstances include squealing tires in residential areas, racing motors, honking horns without a dangerous situation, and loud radios).

SEAT BELTS:  As in the United States, seat belts for both operator and passengers are required in Germany.  The fine for non-compliance is DM 40 per person off-base and a 30-day suspension of driving privileges on base.

VEHICLE ACCIDENTS:  In the event of an accident, stay until the police arrive.  Never leave the scene.  The following steps should be completed:


(1)  Render necessary aid and assistance to anyone injured.


(2)  Warn other motorists by putting up a warning triangle at least 100 meters (330 ft) from the scene of the accident.


(3)  Call "110" for police and/or ambulance.


(4)  If involved in an accident with a GMV or GMV-leased vehicle, use appropriate forms (SF Form 91, DD Form 518 and DA Form 2496).

OFF-BASE DRIVING:

Speed:  Germany is one of the few countries in Europe where you can travel on the Autobahn with little restriction in speed limits.  If not otherwise posted, recommended maximum speed is 130 kph (80 mph).  On all roads outside city limits, including the Autobahn, the maximum speed for trucks and buses is 80 kph (50 mph).  An exception is buses with a 100 kph (62 mph) sticker on the rear.  If you are traveling over 130 kph (80 mph) and you are involved in an accident, even if you are not at fault, you can be fined unless you can prove that the accident would have occurred at a speed of 130 kph (80 mph) or less.  The minimum speed limit is 60 kph (37 mph) except when road, traffic,  visual, or weather conditions force drivers to proceed more slowly.  Regardless of the speed of the traffic, you should not operate a vehicle faster than conditions warrant, or faster than the posted speed limit.

Unless you are passing other vehicles, drive in the right lane of a three-lane highway or the right two lanes of a four-lane highway.  The middle and left lanes on a three-lane highway are for passing only.  After passing, return to the right lane.  Passing in the right lane and reversing on the autobahn are illegal.

If you miss an exit, continue on to the next one.  If you get caught at the end of a traffic jam (STAU), you should turn on the hazard warning lights (emergency flashers)!

Country Roads:  Maximum speed is 100 kph (62 mph).  Many small German villages are old and picturesque, and the streets in the villages are narrow and often rough.  Speed limits within city limits is 50 kph (31 mph).  You may encounter blind intersections and stone or cobblestone streets; these can be very slippery when wet.  Delivery trucks and parked vehicles will often turn these narrow streets into one-lane roads.  Because of the lack of parking spaces in most villages, you can expect to encounter vehicles parked on the streets.  Farm tractors are a common sight on rural roads.  Many farmers live in the villages and drive to and from their fields; it is not uncommon to see farmers leading cows or sheep from the villages to the nearby fields.

Directional Signs:  The color of direction signs are:

--on Autobahn

BLUE

--outside city limits
YELLOW

--within city limits
WHITE

DUI/DWI AWARENESS:  If you are stopped by the German police and asked to submit to a blood alcohol test, do it.  There is no law in Germany that allows a person to refuse a blood alcohol test.  German police have the authority to use whatever force is necessary to obtain a blood sample.  The blood alcohol limit is 0.8 parts per thousand.

Most Europeans use bus transportation.  When buses enter the roadway from a bus stop, the operator signals and pulls out.  By law, he does not have to wait for a break in traffic.  When you see a bus signaling to enter traffic from a stop, you should yield.  Some cities have lanes marked for buses only, so watch for these also.

TRAFFIC CIRCLES:  Traffic circles or round-abouts are found throughout Europe.  Most are marked to require the traffic entering the circle to yield to the traffic already in the circle.  Unless it is marked otherwise, in Germany, the traffic entering the circle has the right-of-way.

RIGHT-OF-WAY:  At this point, we should mention right-of-way rules.  When there are no traffic signs, vehicles on the right have the right-of-way at crossings and junctions.  This rule applies equally to motor vehicles, bicycles, and animal-drawn wagons.  Exceptions are on entrance ramps to the Autobahn and express roads, when coming onto the road from private property, from a farm or forest road, from a parking space, or from pedestrian priority zones; in these cases, traffic on the public and/or through road has priority.  The right-before-left rule applies regardless of the width of the street.
EMERGENCY VEHICLES: Emergency vehicles (ambulances, police cars, fire trucks, vehicles identified by their flashing lights and multiple warning signals, etc.) have special RIGHT-OF-WAY privileges.  Drivers must pull over to the right and stop when these emergency vehicles approach.  On the Autobahn or in a STAU, pull over to the extreme right or left side, depending on the lane occupied, to permit passage of the emergency vehicles through the center of the congestion.

Some intersections with traffic lights have cameras mounted on them.  These cameras will take pictures of vehicles going through red lights or speeding, and you can be fined and your license revoked for 30 days.  Blinking yellow always means caution.  Obey the posted traffic signs!

RIGHT ON RED:  You can not turn right on red unless there is a green arrow attached to the traffic light.  If there is one, yield to pedestrians and oncoming traffic and use caution.

PEDESTRIANS:  All vehicles must stop at marked crosswalks when pedestrians are present.

PASSING:  Make sure that passing is permitted, check the rear view mirrors (do that also when changing lanes or making a left turn), and use directional signals (turn indicators) before pulling out.  Under normal circumstances, only streetcars can be passed on the right.  Passing is not permitted when there is a solid white center line on the roadway, when a no-passing sign is posted, when the traffic situation is unclear, at pedestrian crosswalks, and at railroad crossings.

WEATHER:  Although Germany does not receive tremendous amounts of snow, there can be enough to create a hazard for the inexperienced driver.  Only snow tires, without spikes or studs, are allowed in Germany.  The tread depth of all tires must be at least 1.6 millimeters.  This also applies to foreign vehicles.  Black ice is something operators should be aware of and ready for; this is moisture on the road surface that freezes.  The layer of ice is so thin and transparent that the color of the road surface is not changed.

Fog may occur at any time of the year.  It is most predominant in Central Europe during the fall and winter months.  Low beam headlights must be used in fog, snow, rain, or conditions of generally impaired visibility.  In addition, fog lights can be used but only with low beam headlights during inclement weather with impaired visibility.  Rear fog lights must only be used when visibility is less than 50 meters (165 ft).  The speed limit under these circumstances is 50 kph (31 mph) or less.  Using only parking lights while driving is strictly forbidden.  Decrease speed to compensate for loss of visibility or pull off into a PARKPLATZ if possible.  Again, watch out for the other driver.

Most important of all, drive defensively, use caution, and review traffic sign information.  Do not expect “CAUTION” from German drivers.  We hope you will enjoy a pleasant and safe stay here in Germany.

