THE MISHAP YOU CAN AVOID
Most people call them "rear-enders", but as one driver points out, "It's a front-ender if you're the guy that gets his front end smashed".  Whatever, it's a far too common type of mishap, and one that can usually BE avoided if you, as the driver, in the rear, take a few precautions.

Stay alert for sudden stops.  Expect the driver in front of you to stop anywhere, anytime.  Look for clues that he's going to stop...

· Driver slows down.

· Directional signal blinks.

· Brake lights go on.

Stay ahead of the situation.  Watch the traffic and side roads.  Keep an eye on what's happening way up ahead.  Often you'll spot when the driver in front of you may have to stop suddenly.

Here are some tip-offs...

· Vehicles entering from side roads or ramps.

· Traffic signals ahead.

· Someone cutting into your lane up front.

· Road repairs ahead.

· Pedestrians or animals trying to cross the road.

