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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 
 
SUBJECT:  3d Corps Support Command (COSCOM) Policy Memorandum #21, Soldiers 
Obligation to Provide Financial Support for Family Members 
 
 
1.  PURPOSE.  To ensure all 3D COSCOM soldiers are aware of their responsibilities to provide 
financial support for family members. 
 
2.  APPLICABILITY.  Headquarters, 3D COSCOM and all subordinate units. 
 
3.  POLICY.   
 
 a. AR 608-99, Family Support, Child Custody, and Paternity, requires soldiers to provide 
financial support for their family members.  Soldiers must always plan carefully for the financial 
support of their family members especially during times of separation due to deployments, 
unaccompanied tours and hardship tours.  Soldiers must also comply with any court order or 
written agreement pertaining to financial support of their family.  Failure to provide financial 
support can lead to UCMJ action or separation from the Army. 
 
 b.  Commanders must ensure that soldiers provide all required financial support on a 
continuous basis.  Commanders will provide complete and accurate information in a timely 
manner to all inquiries concerning financial support of family members. 
 
 c.  Company commanders will counsel all newly assigned soldiers in an unaccompanied 
status to ensure appropriate support is provided to the soldier’s family.  After identifying specific 
support obligations, commanders will explain to their soldiers how they can best meet those 
obligations.  Commanders should encourage soldiers to make payments by voluntary allotment 
since this method entails the least amount of paper work for the soldier and best guarantees that 
the family will receive the required support. 
 
 d.  Commanders and leaders will help ensure confirmation of proper family support by 
reviewing monthly unit commander’s finance report. 
 
 e.  Company commanders will brief soldiers semi-annually and before deployments 
regarding their obligations to provide support for their family members and complying with any 
court orders or written directing financial support.  Briefings should include information on the 
following: 
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      (1)  A soldier’s failure to provide financial support is punishable under the UCMJ. 
 
       (2)  Voluntary allotment is the preferred method of providing support to family members 
not residing with the soldier. 
 
 f.  Company commanders will seek assistance from SJA on the scope and content of group 
and individual briefings on AR 608-99 policy. 
 
4.  I challenge commanders, command sergeants major, and first sergeants to be proactive in 
addressing nonsupport.  Know your soldiers and their families.  Identify all soldiers with family 
support obligations during their unit in-processing and brief them on the Department of the Army 
policy. 
 
5.  SUPERSESSION.  This policy supersedes the previous Soldiers Obligations to Provide 
Financial Support for Family Members Policy Memorandum. 
 
6.  EXPIRATION.  This policy memorandum expires 1 August 2004. 
 
7.  “Sustaining the Line!” 
 
 
             
                                                                             //ORIGINAL SIGNED//                            
   VINCENT E. BOLES 
   Brigadier General, USA 
   Commanding 
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